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WELCOME W EEK 2007 CONNECTING THE CAMPUS • CREATING DIALOGUE
■■■■■■■■■■■■■
Paradigm and Paradox: Preparing for Christian Leadership
Personal Reflection by Rebecca J . Buckley
Welcome to Fuller Theological Semi­
nary! You have stepped into a setting 
where faith and scholarship intersect; 
where Scripture, history, tradition, and 
culture are taken seriously; and where 
asking questions is encouraged. Wonder­
ful opportunities 
for learning and 
growth await you!
As we embark 
on our graduate 
program, we may 
set our initial focus 
upon the various 
course require­
ments which, when 
completed, will re­
sult in a degree. If  
we think o f each 
course in our pro­
gram as a brick, 
a question arises:
What will we build 
with the bricks we 
collect, and how 
will these bricks 
build us? Our stud­
ies provide a time 
to form theological foundations, as well 
as a time to be formed for Christian min­
istry and service.
Along with the bricks we collect, 
we might recognize the need for some 
mortar to hold the bricks together. Two 
guiding concepts have proven useful as 
‘mortar’ in shaping my studies thus far at 
Fuller. As we prepare for Christian lead­
ership, brick by brick, we develop skills 
in constructing paradigms and confront­
ing paradox.
Constructing Paradigms: The first 
guiding concept involves learning to 
construct paradigms. We come from 
churches and traditions where our lead­
ers have operated from a particular world 
view: a set o f assumptions about reality 
that guides our basic understandings of 
the world and our place in it. Here at 
Fuller, we have the opportunity to iden­
tify these assumptions, explore the ideas
that lie behind them, and trace their con­
texts, sources, uses, and limits. This pro­
cess equips us to recognize the strengths 
and weaknesses of various world views 
and operate with greater awareness with­
in them.
We can also practice developing and 
shaping our own world view paradigms. 
Perhaps seminary applications should 
come with an advisory: “Some Assem­
bly Required!” The ability to construct 
working paradigms for ministry in the 
real world remains a central task for 
Christian leaders. As Max DePree has 
famously observed, leaders have the task 
o f defining reality for their people. Our
seminary experience can prepare us for 
paradigm-shaping leadership.
Confronting Paradox: The second 
guiding concept for my studies involves 
confronting paradox. As I began my pro­
gram, I expected to learn the answers to 
every faith-related 
question I had. I 
looked forward to 
knowingeverything 
when I finished my 
degree! Now, with 
my studies drawing 
to a close, I have a 
very different pic­
ture. In graduate 
study, we move be­
yond the easy for­
mulae and standard 
theories o f the col­
lege level to rockier 
and thornier path­




set us. We learn to 
confront, and live 
with, unanswered questions.
Those who lead us in these fields of 
inquiry (the Fuller faculty) have devoted 
years and even decades to scholarly study. 
They wresde over tough issues and par­
ticipate in conversations with colleagues 
around the country and around the 
world in order to advance understanding 
in their field. In the academic disciplines 
o f theology, psychology, and intercul­
tural studies, our professors provide us 
with a perspective on the ‘knowns’ and 
the unknowns’ o f the field, as well as the 
wide variety o f scholarly opinion on a 
given issue. As Christian scholars, they
Continued on page 7
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The SEM I is published weekly as a service to the 
Fuller community by Student Life and Services, 
Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, CA 91182. 
Articles and commentaries do not necessarily re­
flect the views o f  the Fuller administration or the 
SEM I. Final editorial responsibility rests with the 
dean o f  students.
Letters to the editor: The SEM I welcomes brief 
responses to articles and commentaries on issues 
relevant to the Fuller community. All submissions 
must include the author’s name and contact infor­
mation and are subject to editing.
Announcements: Notices may be submitted to 
s c m i - a d s @ H e p r . f i i l l e r .e d u  or dropped off at the 
SEM I Office on the 2nd floor o f  Kreyssler Hall 
above the Catalyst. They must be submitted by the 
deadlines printed below and not exceed 35 words.
Advertisements: Notices for events not directly 
sponsored by a Fuller department, office, or orga­
nization will be printed in the “Ads” section and 
charged per word. All requests should be made 
through the ads coordinator.
Submission _________________ Deaflling
Fall 1 Sep1- 4
Fall 2 SeP£- 1 0
“W hat is this brilliant publication 
that I am holding in my hands? Is there 
some sort o f fascinating history behind 
it? How about some ways I can be in­
volved in this wonderful periodical?” 
Glad you asked, new kid.
You are holding the SEM I (pro­
nounced: “sem-eye” like a tractor-trail­
er). “SEM I” is not short for seminary 
or seminarian, and it is not a prefix o f 
any kind. The name SEM I is actually an 
English version o f the Greek “semeion, 
which means “signpost.” The SEM I is in­
tended to act as a signpost for Fuller.
Back in 1957, the SEM I was a one- 
page announcement newsletter. Over 
the years, it became more journalistic, 
and developed into the eight to twelve 
page format that we are using in this the 
50th year (any gold anniversary gifts will 
be accepted by me). The SEM I is shaped 
and run by the editor, production editor, 
and ads coordinator, who are part time 
student employees under the banner of 
Student Life and Services (and the direc­
tion o f Ruth Vuong). Carmen Valdes is 
the managing editor o f the SEM I, and 
the reason we do not print too many 
gross speling erors. The SEM I is officially 
financed by Fuller, and does receive some 
revenue from ads as well.
“Connecting the Campus, Creating 
Dialogue” is not only a catchy slogan, it 
is what we are all about. We exist to be a
forum for facilitating expression, and in 
doing so to better inform and enlighten 
each other. We want members o f the 
Fuller community to be able to discuss 
issues that truly matter to them, and to 
learn from each other. We also try to keep 
everyone up to date on campus and com­
munity events and announcements. But 
since we publish but once a week, Cam­
pus Pipeline/Portico is a more quickly 
updated source for campus happenings.
I f  you want to get involved with the 
SEM I, read it, and talk about it with oth­
ers. You can pick up a new issue during 
weeks 1-10 o f Fall, Winter and Spring 
quarters, and once a month in the sum­
mer. I f  something really hits you, write 
a letter to the editor (semi-editonadept, 
fiiller.edu). Letters might be edited for 
length and content, and you must in­
clude your name and contact informa­
tion.
I f  you want to be really cool, the envy 
o f your peers, and the favorite o f all your 
professors, try your hand at writing for 
the SEM I. It’s a great way to share your 
thoughts, insights and opinions on issues 
relevant to the Fuller community. Plus 
you get to brag about your new status as 
a published writer. I f  you are interested 
in writing e-mail: semi-editor@dept. 
fiiller.edu. @
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Got Connections? Getting to Know YourASC
By Linda Moon
The Fuller Seminary com­
munity is one that is often seen 
as rather close-knit. In a single 
trip from the library to the book­
store, the average person prob­
ably encounters at least three 
acquaintances to whom they can 
complain about their courses, 
work, weather, etc. (well, un­
less you are walking in the dead 
of night... but even then, I reserve this 
presumption). So cozy is this Fuller 
community that one cannot get a simple 
haircut without everyone noticing, and 
thereafter commenting on your new ap­
pearance, whether you like it or not. But 
I digress.
The above scenario o f a cohesive 
populace applies, unfortunately, to only 
a fortunate minority. There are a myriad 
of our number who silendy trek through 
our hallowed, grassy area in between the 
buildings (we don’t really have “halls” 
do we?) without the time or interest to 
get involved with the campus and the 
people in it. Most o f us, myself included, 
are swamped with courses, internships, 
and ministries, not to mention balanc­
ing multiple jobs to pay for tuition and 
to support living in So Cal. Fuller is also 
renowned as one of, if  not the, most di­
verse seminaries in existence, diversity in 
this instance encompasses ethnicity, age, 
upbringing, course o f study, aspirations, 
and what have you. The diversity is such 
that it is not uncommon to see it all in 
one person— e.g. a Korean Fuller stu­
dent who was born in Moscow, raised in 
Indonesia, and earned their undergradu­
ate degree in Marine Biology in Austra­
lia. The diversity, however, could some­
times be a double-edged sword. While 
the diversity creates a vibrant learning 
atmosphere, it can also be somewhat of 
a hindrance in promoting unity within 
this diversity, as many of my predecessors 
have illustrated.
It is this kind o f setting that ASC 
operates. ASC, or All Seminary Coun­
cil, is a student government whose pri­
mary purpose is to represent the Fuller 
students to the administration and fac­
ulty. Though the phrase itself is rather 
succinct, the implications o f this man­
date are rather complex. Structurally, we
have three different branches— concerns 
committees (arts, international students, 
mission, multicultural, peace and justice, 
women), graduate unions (theology, in­
tercultural studies, clinical psychology 
and marriage and family therapy) and 
the cabinet (business manager, admin­
istrator, sports coordinator, campus life 
coordinator, student group representa­
tive, vice-president and president). Each 
o f these parts hosts various functions and 
provides resources and services as may be 
o f interest to the campus.
ASC is sustained primarily through 
the dues that nearly all ID-card-carrying 
members of the seminary pay upon reg­
istration. The questions are: “W hat am I 
paying for? Where is this money going? 
W hy am I supporting an organization 
that provides no benefits for me?” These 
and other similar queries are legitimate 
assessments. ASC as a whole provides 
various services for the entire student 
body. We distribute two main scholar­
ships. The first is the Sheri Harthoorn 
Mission Fund, which is allocated for stu­
dents who request assistance for mission 
trips, internships, practica, etc. The other 
is the Emergency Grant-In-Aid, which is 
available for students who have encoun­
tered an unprecedented and unexpected 
emergency. In addition to scholarships, 
ASC manages a Costco membership 
card that students can borrow on a first- 
come first-served basis, a 30%  discount 
at home depot, provides a discount for 
membership at the San Marino YMCA, 
rents out the Catalyst for use at minimal 
to no fee. Some events that various parts 
o f the ASC, or as a whole, have coordi­
nated include Welcome Week parties, 
Fuller Follies, Fuller 5K, Progressive 
Dinner, Sex &  the Seminary, leader­
ship retreats, quarterly intramural sports, 
Masquerade Ball, ArtsFest, All Nations 
Banquet, Clothing Swap Meet, movie
nights, brown bag lunches and 
more— all o f which you will un­
doubtedly hear about through­
out the year.
Having served as Vice-Presi­
dent the previous year, I have 
learned that it is difficult to ex­
ecute plans in any part o f ASC 
unless the entire group is unified 
behind a single vision or mis­
sion. After much brainstorming on how 
we can best serve the students, this year s 
ASC has collaborated to make our mis­
sion to be “facilitating opportunities for 
Fuller students to connect with church, 
community and each other.” This is em­
bodied in our motto: “got connections? 
We essentially want to become the device 
through which students can make con­
nections within the Fuller community 
and the community at large. We hope to 
address five areas— spiritual formation, 
events, fund raising, student groups, 
and communication— underneath the 
overarching mission so as to enrich each 
students experience here at Fuller Semi­
n a  I  ! f
We do have a teensy favor to ask or 
you, if  you don’t mind the audacity. We 
request that you keep us, your ASC, ac­
countable for what we are commissioned 
to do on campus. We understand the 
gravity that accompanies our positions, 
as much as each o f you might under­
stand that o f your respective ministry 
locale and other areas o f profession and 
calling. ASC is hoping to make this year 
not only memorable, but also fruitful, 
and with your involvement, support, 
and feedback, we are sure it will exceed 
expectations.
Our office is located on the first floor 
o f Kreyssler Hall (Catalyst), and we are 
also on the web (http://www.fullerasc. 
com). Don’t hesitate to drop by! And I 
look forward to meeting you all this year. 
Feel free to comment on my change of 
hairstyle anytime. 0
Linda is a  3rd-year 
MACCS/MAT student 
and is grateful to Laine 
Ju lian  fo r  cutting his 
hair. Because, that was 
the main poin t o f  this 
article, you know.







The prayer room in Kryssler Hall
By Kirsten Oh
I was reminded o f the word “para­
clete” while having a conversation with a 
group o f friends from Fuller and thought 
how apt this word is for the Pastoral Care 
Team (see photos to the left). As the 
Team’s motto relays, the team shares the 
students’ journeys as paracletes, or “one 
called alongside,” often translated into 
English as “advocate”/”helper” (John 14). 
It is the ministry o f the Spirit o f  Christ 
and we are dedicated to participating in 
what the Spirit is doing in our midst as 
accompanying persons, called alongside 
to walk with you in different phases of 
your life.
The Pastoral Care Team was formed 
in 2000 as a group with representatives 
from each o f the schools. The team de­
sires to serve students through prayer, 
listening and discernment as students 
navigate the rigors o f seminary and be­
yond. The team intercedes for students 
and their families, advises and refers 
them in practical matters, connects them 
with spiritual life resources and worships 
with them at Chapel and other seminary 
worship times.
The team’s mission is to encourage 
growth in relationship with God and 
others and “Sharing the Journey” is our 
focus. Our motto is from Ecclesiastes 
4:9-12: “Better is two than one alone, 
since thus their work is really rewarding. 
For if they fall, one will lift up the other.” 
Ruth Vuong, Dean o f Students super­
vises the Pastoral Care Team by meeting 
with them on a regular basis for times of 
prayer, encouragement and supervision.
The Pastoral Care Team (along with 
the ASC) hosts the Prayer Breakfast for 
new students, facilitates small groups, 
and provides resources such as informa­
tion about retreats, pastoral counselors, 
and spiritual directors. Having been part 
o f the Pastoral Care Team for the last two 
years, I have had the privilege o f walking 
alongside many students encountering 
situations o f life. The issues vary from 
the serious, like the necessary process­
ing o f relational problems, to grieving 
the death o f a loved one, to light-hearted 
ones like practicing the spirituality of 
laughter and play and relaxing over tea/ 
coffee, and everything in between.
Our office is on the second floor of 
Kresslyer Hall, above the Catalyst. Please 
drop by and allow us to walk alongside 
you!
For more information about the 
chaplains for your school, check out your 
Pastoral Care brochure in your orienta­
tion binder. 0
Kirsten could have 
sworn she wrote some­
thing just like this a  
year ago. D éjà Vu.
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You Need Health Insurance
Courtesy o f  the Student Health Insurance Office
If you would like to change your insurance plan, fall quarter is the time to do it! 
Once you choose a plan you may not switch to a different plan until next fall. For 
added convenience, it is recommended that you begin the process to either purchase 
or waive student health insurance before you register for classes.
Insurance Deadlines for Fall 2007
The preferred deadline for purchasing or waiving coverage for health/dental in­
surance is September 7, 2007 and the final deadline is September 28, 2007. For 
more information on plans, N EW  eligibility requirements, waiver requirements, 
new online forms, rates and enrollment forms please look up our website at 
www.fuller.edu/student health insurance.
Delos (Formerly Nationwide) PPO - Enroll Online
Students who are signing up for Delos (formerly Nationwide) Health Insurance in 
the Fall 2007 quarter can complete the process from the comfort o f their own com­
puter. Get the process started today at www.renstudent.com/fuller.
Online Waiver Process
If you already have comparable health insurance, the Fall ‘07 quarter is the time to 
either renew your waiver from last year or waive for the first time for the 2007-2008 
academic year. Please visit www.renstudent.com/fiiller to begin your waiver process.
Voluntary Student Dental Insurance
Fuller offers students the option to sign up for dental insurance through United 
Concordia this Fall ‘07 quarter, either for the quarter or for the entire year. Dental 
forms can be picked up at the Student Health Insurance office or printed from our 
website.
Help Us Serve You
Please be sure to include any applicable health or dental charges if  you are submit­
ting a self-registration packet. I f  signing up for Blue Cross and/or dental insurance, 
be sure to submit applicable forms. (The Delos enrollment process can be completed 
entirely online.) By providing adequate information, and submitting, forms by the 
deadline, you can prevent possible delays in processing your information and ensure 
that your coverage will begin or continue without interjuptioifTPlease call or email 
us by the deadline if you have any questions and/ oj- if  would like confirmation that 
your enrollment is being processed.
Contact us at the Student Health Insurance Office
Phone: 584.5438 / 5543
E-mail: hr-sti!l^^^^s@dept.fuller.edu
Website: http:^^P^fiillenedu/student health insurance (for morg details).;
Photo © 2007, the Arboretum
Fuller Prayer 
Retreats at Los 
f ^ M e le i , 
A rb o re tu m *
Colne em Jjua'o^urday morning^of 
r e s t  rèfletòonyand prayer, h ire rs  
Student Life-ís fofferinl twó, graver 
retreads each quarter at]th|Xo&An- 
geles j^^rem m yocated  a; few miles 
from caimiusT
’ ’ Retreats las^frbm 8:30 a . m .—1 2 : 3 0  
p .m . ,  beginn^g with registration
and* refresh men® at Fuller’s Catalyst. 
./After a bneffshVing time, partici­
pants will carpool 
beautiful 127 acre 
is $10 for students 
for non-students.
'  tion, please contadt Student Life at 
626.584 .5435.
i few miles to the 
rboretum. Cost 
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“Check out Archives 
Bookstore. It is nice to 
your wallet.’
Mandy Cassil 
2nd-year PhD  Clinical 
Psychology
“Room with someone 
you know. And don’t 
forget to graduate.”
Kyle Megginson 
Just graduated from SO T
“Be sure to bring cash to the 
Refectory (cafeteria), they 




Theology, and the Arts
“Don’t park longer tl 
2 hours on the stre< 
or you will get a ticl 
Know where the rei
rooms are.
Sooi-Ling Tan 
SIS PhD  student
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Paradigm and Paradox Continued, from  page 1
model the practice o f confronting para­
dox in faith.
When we finish our degree, whether 
we continue in further scholarly study 
or step into active ministry, we will con­
front paradox. Unanswerable questions, 
intractable conflicts, and impossible 
situations lie in wait at every turn. Con­
fronting paradox means squarely facing 
unknowns and anomalies: asking ques­
tions, reading thoughtfully, and discern­
ing carefully in conversation with others. 
Confronting paradox also means living 
in humility before God, the author o f life
and the keeper o f mystery.
Bricks and Mortar: Effective Chris­
tian leadership requires both broad 
knowledge and deep faith. By construct­
ing paradigms and confronting paradox, 
we cement our studies into a coherent 
approach to Christian leadership. Wher­
ever we go, we can use what we learn here 
at Fuller to create paradigms for faithful, 
vibrant, grace-filled ministry, which hon­
ors Jesus Christ. And, because even our 
best paradigms will not eliminate para­
dox from our experience, we can learn to 
face the unknowns in faith. May God use
Useful Places Around Pasadena
Corson S t
Locust s i
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1. Coffee By the Books
2. R icks Burgers
3. California Pizza K itchen
4. M cC orm ick’s &  Schm ick’s
5. Target
6. Culinary Arts School Café
7. Paseo Colorado M all (P.F.
Chang’s, Rubio’s, Yardhouse, 
Movies, Shopping, etc.)
8. Panda Express
9. Pasadena Public Library
10. Blockbuster Video
12. Zona Rosa Coffeeshop 
17. Laem m le M ovie Theatre 
(Indie flicks and screenings)
this season o f study to draw us closer to 
Jesus Christ, the God-Become-Human, 
the Living Paradox. 0
Rebecca Buckley lives 
ju st o ff  O akland Av­
enue in Oakland, CA 
and drives 383 miles 
(one way) to O akland 
Avenue in Pasadena to 
attend class a t Fuller.
She is shown here enjoy­
ing the Rose Parade with her lovely daugh­






11. Post O ffice
16. M etro  Station ($5 all day 
pass to  Long Beach, Hollywood, 
C hinatow n etc.)
18. B ank o f  Am erica
Jdin us for Welcome Weeki| 
Convocation on Tuesday, w
^September 18, 2007 at 
£̂9̂ 1 5 am.*This^service Willi 
f̂ b'e in el d,,at FJ rst |
Congregational Church. ¿
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FÜLLER HAPPENINGS
SOP Free Therapy
The School of Psychology is offering free individual therapy to a limited 
number of students and their family members on a first-come first-serve ba­
sis. Therapy is provided by supervised students earning a doctoral degree in 
clinical psychology. Ideal for relationship issues, life transitions, personal 
growth, stress, sadness, anxiety, self-esteem, and identity issues. Duration of 
therapy will be determined by need, limited only by the duration of the aca­
demic year. For more info, contact Fuller Psychological and Family Services 
at 584.5555.
Field Education Hospital and Hospice Internships 
Two-unit FE546 Hospital Chaplaincy internships are being offered at Hunting- 
ton Hospital in Pasadena, Glendale Adventist in Glendale, and Providence St. 
Joseph’s in Burbank during the Fall 2007 quarter. A two-unit FE548 Hospice 
Chaplaincy internship is being offered through VITAS Healthcare Corpora­
tion of California. These courses emphasize spiritual care training in a hospital 
or hospice setting. Students will learn how to be present with patients and/or 
their families during a crisis, as well as the preliminary steps in performing 
a spiritual care assessment. Before registering for either course, interns must 
be interviewed and accepted by the prospective hospital or hospice chaplain. 
Start the process early! Contact the Office of Field Education at 626-584-5387 
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Bind E-Files CD Copy
493 East Wafnut Street
Next to the Fuller Bookstore
cADVERTISEMENTS " iL ^ e ^ ic e s ^ e c t io i^ ^ h ^ E M H ^ b ^ n n o u n c in g  services and events not offered by Fuller. Individuals are personally responsible for evaluating the quality and type o f service before contracting or using it. The SEM I and Student Life and Services do not recommend or guarantee any o f the services listed. ________ ___  i
Do You Need Mortgage Financing for a 
Home Purchase or Refinance? Call Fuller 
alum Laurie Lundin at Vista Financial Advi­
sors. 825.6173. llundin@earthlink.net.
Thinking of Buying or Selling a Home or 
other real estate? Call Fuller alumnus Da­
vid Tomberlin at Sun Coast Real Estate at 
590.1311.
Massage Therapy! Do you have someone 
to THANK for supporting you through 
school? Giving the gift of massage is a 
tangible way to express your pride and ap­
preciation. Massage also makes a great gift 
for yourself! Mention this ad for $10 off. 
Susan Young, nationally certified massage 
therapist and part of the Fuller community. 
660.6856
Auto Repair. Engine repair, tune-ups, oil 
change, brakes, batteries, etc. Complete 
service. Hrant Auto Service. 1477 E. Wash­
ington Blvd, Pasadena. Call 798.4064 for 
an appointment.
Auto Collision Repair. 5 minutes west of 
Fuller. Owned by family of Fuller gradu­
ate for 25 years. Discount for students! 
Columbia Auto Body. 1567 Colorado Blvd 
323.258.0565. Ask for John or Paul.
J& G  Auto Service. Complete auto repair. 
Brakes, tune-up, mufflers. Certified Smog 
Station. 1063 E. Walnut St. 793.0388. 
Mon-Fri 8am-5:30pm.
Rings, Diamonds, and Things! Walter 
Zimmer Co. is a jewelry design, manufac­
turing, and repair business founded in 1917 
and located in the jewelry district of down­
town Los Angeles. Owner Mel Zimmer is a 
longtime member of Glendale Presbyterian 
Church. Because of our appreciation of 
Charles Fuller and the Seminary, we con­
sider it a privilege to serve Fuller students. 
Phone M el’s son Ken at 213.622.4510 for 
information. Also visit our website: www. 
walterzimmer.com.
Experienced language and Style Edi­
tor for Master’s and Doctoral Papers. BA, 
Wheaton College, double major in English 
and Philosophy, Summa cum Laude, depart­
mental honors. References available. $15/ 
hr. Contact Jesse Bjoraker: 626.296.9199.
Psychology Research Problems Solved! 
Fuller SOP PhD alumnus with 20 years 
experience as a statistician for thesis and 
dissertation consultations. Worked on 
hundreds of projects. Teaches graduate 
research courses. Designing “survivable” 
research proposals a specialty. Methods 
chapter tune-ups. Survey development. 
Provides multivariate data analysis using 
SAS or SPSS. Statistical results explained 
in simple English! Assistance with statisti­
cal table creation and report write-up. Final 
oral defense preparation. Fuller community 
discounts. Call for free phone consultation. 
Tom Granoff, PhD. 310.640.8017. Email 
tgranoff@lmu.edu. Visa/Discover/ Master­
Card/ AM EX accepted.
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